Sir:
In a previous paper" the presence of tetrahydroactinidiolide in the essential oil of cigar tobacco leaves was reported.
Here we wish to describe the identification of P-A which remained unidentified in the previous paper as 2,3-dimethyl-4-hydroxy-2-nonenoic acid lactone. P-A, colorless liquid, had a celery like fragrant odor. Molecular ion at m/e 182.129 in the high resolution mass spectrometry of P-A established the molecular formula to be C11H18O2 (Calcd.: 182.130).
Absorption bands at 1760cm-1 in the IR (Fig. 1) The NMR spectrum of P-A showed no olefinic proton but two ringlets at r 8.11 and r 8.23 which were well explained by two olefinic methyls.
A triplet at r 9.07 suggested the presence of a structure of CH3CH2-and signals at r 8.6-8.7 suggested a methylene chain.
From these results, the structure of P-A was deduced to be 2,3-dimethyl-4-hydroxy-2-nonenic acid lactone (I). The mass spectrum of P-A could be well explained with this structure (Fig. 2) . The structure of P -A was confirmed by its synthesis according to the following procedure (Fig. 3) (R is alkyl radicals of from 1 to 6 carbon atoms). It is very interesting that among these compounds, I was reported to be most preferable as tobacco flavoring compound.
The structure of I do not agree with isoprene rule, therefore it is very probable that I was formed during the curing or the aging of tobacco leaves. The details of this paper will be published later.
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